Humboldt Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

A Note from the
minister

For Unitarian Universalists to-
day, the winter holidays are about
much more than Christmas. And
isn’t that a good thing! But the joy
and the warmth of Christmas still
touch us, and for at least some of
that joy and warmth we have our
forebears to thank.

In the 1800s a number of Ger-
man immigrants to the United
States brought the custom of the
Christmas tree with them. One of
those immigrants was Charles
Follen, a political revolutionary, poet,
the first professor of German at
Harvard and a Unitarian minister.
For a number of reasons, his use of
decorated evergreen trees at
Christmas gained notoriety, the cus-
tom spread; and he is often given
credit for introducing Christmas
trees to our culture.

Less celebrated but more im-
portant is the fact that Charles
Follen died in ignominy. His radical
organizing for human rights got him
driven from his homeland. His radi-
cal work against slavery got him
driven from Harvard College. And
his relentless agitation for the down-
trodden got him driven from the pul-
pit of his Unitarian Church in Lex-
ington, Massachusetts. The church
later was very sorry for what it had
done and in his honor it is now
named Follen Community Church

Uu.
Continued on page 2

New editor

With Richard Kossow’s ap-
proval, my husband, Stephen Sot-
tong, had taken over as editor. Don’t
entertain any thoughts that he is a
softer touch than I. If anything, he is
even harder-nosed about things like
deadlines and editing. If you want an
editor who is a softer touch, feel free
to recruit one. But if that doesn’t
happen, send future newsletter con-
tributions to newsletter@huuf.org.

I have edited your newsletter
for between seven and eight years.
For six of those years I have had
cancer. I recently learned that a dear
friend is dying, which shook me up
considerably. She has only a few
months to live. She feels fine now,
but not for long. That could be me. I
don’t have such a dreadful progno-
sis, but someday I will. I want to
spend my remaining years doing
things that give me pleasure; and
frankly, my dears, the newsletter
does not give me pleasure, only a
sense of satisfaction. I have the
chance to teach a semester-long
beekeeping class through HSU ex-
tension beginning in February, and I
would rather put my energy there.

Thanks for your understanding.
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Draft Ministry and Program Team
priorities 2014-15

Worship Leaders:
1 Will recruit three new members

2 Will work to diminish discomfort in HUUF re: language and metaphors
from other faiths

Membership:

1 Will involve the whole congregation in attracting, welcoming and retaining
new members

2 Will increase adult membership to at least 150
Social Action:
1 Will continue brunch and Social Action offering

2 Will work with Pico/True North and with Affordable Homeless Housing Al-
ternatives

Caring Circle:
1 Will continue restructuring for strength

2 Will continue to offer ways for people to develop compassionate listening
skills.

Adult RE:
1 Will continue to support Thursday Reflections

2 Will make sure there is at least one open, ongoing adult class at all times so
newcomers can find a way into the Fellowship

3 Will act as a seedbed and clearing house for new classes.
Youth RE:
1 Will make sure we offer the OWL curriculum to junior high

2 Will improve communication with families using the newsletter, group
emails, Facebook, special RE fliers, post cards

3 Will develop several methods to connect families to one another and to sup-
port parents.

Community Building:

1 Will organize and recruit leadership so the Halloween Festival continues —
and will work on storage of Halloween supplies

2 Will make sure members/friends/newcomers have access to at least one
open support group (eg. Thursday Reflections — but even more)

3 Will make sure there are monthly all-Fellowship meals, potlucks or gather-
ings — and that some are specifically organized to attract families and children

4 Will stage a women's retreat — and work to organize an all-church retreat.
Bryan Jessup

heart peace and joy.

A Note from the

minister continued

The Follen Community Church
(as you might guess) sells Christmas
trees every year as a big fundraiser.
But Charles Follen left that congre-
gation a lot more than that. He left
them a unique, octagonal church
building he designed himself, an un-
forgettable example of dedication to
love and justice, and these words on
the building’s dedication plaque:

“May this church never be des-
ecrated by intolerance, or bigotry, or
party spirit; more especially may its
doors never be closed against any
one, who would plead in it the cause
of oppressed humanity. Within its
walls may all unjust and cruel dis-
tinctions cease, and may all men
meet as brethren.”

I love those words. I thought
you would, too. Christmas trees and
an unrelenting passion for justice.
May the joy and warmth of both of
these things bless us and all things
living.

Yours on the journey,

Bryan Jessup

People

F. Suzanne Moore's phone
number in the directory is incorrect.
It is 630-3333.

Susan Brauner won first prize
from the Redwood Art Association
for one of her photographs.

Sylvia Shaw

Christmas in story and song

Wednesday December 24, at 5:30 pm at the Fellowship, the Choir,
Elisabeth Harrington, Rev. Bryan Jessup and a number of wonderful
Worship Leaders will offer a Christmas Eve program that will bring your




e

Coffee cups

Wanted: More coffee
cups. They may be slightly used or
new. Must be clean and
healthy. Our current supply is dwin-
dling, so check your shelves. A
great way to down-size, plus it’s fun
to pick up one of your oldies and
say “I remember when...”

JoAnn Thomas

Lost and found

We have some very nice jack-
ets. Perhaps one of them is yours.
Please check the coat rack.

Women'’s purple fleece jacket
with hood

Bright blue youth jacket size M

Large gray Ralph Lauren cotton
hooded sweatshirt

Size XL purple cotton/poly shirt

Black Classic Girl t-shirt with
sparkle "Humboldt”

Awanna Kalal

Jack Phipps

Jack was born in 1938 in a farm-
house in Stratford, OK, to Eck and
Alta Phipps. The family moved to
Torrance when Jack was 6, later to
Lindsay, California,where he gradu-
ated from Lindsay High.

Jack began his working career
at TWA and also worked at South
West Airlines as a ramp operations
coordinator. He served in the Air
Force as a Russian language special-
ist and instructor after attending
Syracuse University. Following a
long career as a customer service
agent and supervisor for United Air
Lines, he operated his own freight
forwarding business for several
years until he retired in the winter of
1999.

He and Barbara then moved
from the busy life of Southern Cali-
fornia to the much quieter serenity of
Humboldt County where he de-
lighted in making friends, and en-
joyed woodworking, playing the
mandolin and fiddle, gardening, play-
ing duplicate bridge and fishing.
Travel, especially RVing, was a large
part of his life. He and Barbara ex-
plored much of the US, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand.

Jack died at home on November
14. He leaves his wife, Barbara;
four daughters: Jacquie, Jill, Juliet
and Jan; and step-children: Mary,
Will and Steve, all of whom he loved
deeply. He was a member of the
HUUF. Jack was spiritual in nature,
though not religious, holding a deep
belief that all living creatures have
equal right to the earth that we all
share.

Plans for a celebration of Jack’s
life will be announced later.

Jack Phipps

Remembering Elva

You are cordially invited to high
tea at the Humboldt Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship on the afternoon
of 16 December, 2014 at 1:00 pm.
This tea will be in celebration of the
life of our good friend Elva
Banducci. Please bring your memo-
ries and stories of her life.

Transportation is available.
Please call Ginger Kossow at 826-
1227 or 407-5078 if you need a ride.

Katherine Almy

Elva Banducci
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Religious Education

December 7

Preschool: Being Grateful. We will read A/l The World, talk about being grateful and make a Thankful Tree.

K-2: Our topic and book is Be Polite and Kind. Through our story, the children will learn that saying polite things
and showing respect will help us to get along better. This will be reinforced via a manners game and role-playing. We will
learn lots of signs with this lesson like “Please,” “Thank you” and “You’re welcome”.

3-5: Chalica. On this, the final day of the Unitarian Universalist season of Chalica, we will learn about this special
holiday. We will discuss the UU Principles, which are the basis for our faith, and this unique UU Holiday. We will learn
where and how the Chalice became the symbol for our religion. We will make little chalices for each child who will be
dedicated during the service on December 14.

Intermediate: Connection to Ritual and Traditions. This is the last day of Chalica. We will talk about what we did for
Chalica this year, what it means to our lives and to the UU community, and how it relates to other religious traditions.

December 14

Child Dedication. Join us to dedicate the children of our Fellowship. See article on back cover.

December 21
Preschool: How are you creative? We will read the book Harold and the Purple Crayon. We will discuss what it
means to be creative. There are so many ways to create. Finger knitting and other forms of 3-D art will be explored.

K-2: Our topic and book is Reach Out and Give. The students will learn the many different ways to be generous
which brings out the best in us and helps us all to get along better. We can make a difference. We will learn the sign
“Give.” Don’t be surprised if your child comes home with something to give you.

3-5: Solstice. On this shortest day of the year, we will learn about Solstice, one of many religious holidays which cel-
ebrate the return of light. We will hear some stories. We will drum in the light. We will make and eat a holiday treat.

Intermediates: Winter Solstice. What is it? What do we know about how people have celebrated it in the past, and
how people celebrate it now? We will have our own Solstice celebration for the returning of the light.

December 30:

Friendship Sunday. Come play games and share your holiday adventures with all ages together for crafts and fun.

As our earth turns and her axis points away from our sun, I feel the need somewhere in my primordial ooze to hiber-
nate, to rejuvenate, to slow my breath. This is a holiday season of bustling and activity, of joy and fun and yes, even
stress. I try to remember how lucky I am that I have so much to fill my life.

I also need to fill it with some down time and quietness. It allows me to think about how lucky I am and to be grateful
of the small things. There is a tiny chickadee couple that arrives at my birdbath every evening for their bath and for the
one last delicious blueberry still clinging to the bush outside my window. The earth is showing me her many gifts. My life
is full of gifts, when I take the time to pay attention.

I hope you and your family find the time to appreciate each other simply. The world will not end tomorrow if you
don’t get the last present wrapped or make it to every holiday event planned. May you find long periods of free time and
enjoy hibernating together.

Here is a favorite of mine by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Prayer of Thanksgiving that has always reminded me to keep it
simple as a parent:

For each new morning with it’s light.

For rest and shelter of the night.

For health and food.

For love and friends.

For everything thy goodness sends Jillian Mooney




Member bios

Three generations,

eighty four plus years,

Two spiritual lives,

Four differing cultures,

one profession,

one grand marriage,

Mentors at every turn,

three delightful daughters,

four incredible grandchildren,

many fascinating trips and conferences,
Incredibly supportive and amazing friends,
finding a place where I love to live.
Learning that we are here to care for one another.

It is quite a trip

Beverly Allen

I am a new resident, but long
time visitor to Humboldt. My son Beverly Allen
John, his wife Sherry and their
daughter Nyrie live in Arcata. His
brother, Hollis, lives in Seattle.
Deidra, my daughter, is a Lt. Colo-
nel in the Army stationed in Ne-
braska. I have lived in Arizona for
the past 17 years. I’'m retired after
being a Geriatric/Adult Nurse Prac-
titioner for 36 years and registered
nurse for 48 years.

I attended HUUF services a
few times over the years and am
really glad to rekindle the relation-
ship on a more permanent basis. My
interests are aging wisely, being
more grounded in my sacred tradi-
tion, and doing volunteer work that
promotes those goals. I’ve served
for eight years on the board of an
NGO that provides job training and
after-school programs for mentally
ill and cognitively challenged young
people, operates the community re-
cycling site and provides supervision
and support for clients who live in Ruth Broderick
the community independently.

Ruth Broderick
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Sunday Services

Sunday, Dec. 7—9 and 11 a.m.
Days that Live in Infamy — and Other Days that Ought To — Rev. Bryan Jessup

Pearl Harbor Day was Dec. 7, 1941. Sept. 11 is now etched in our memory as “9/11.” These days carry tremen-
dous power in our collective subconscious, as well they should. Yet, as Rev. Jessup will examine, they also are used to
manipulate us into the acceptance of war and militarism. They are used to distract us from other days that should live in
infamy and inspire us to collectively awaken from the life-threatening spell that fear and greed have cast on this planet.
One is Jan. 21, 2010, when, in its “Citizens United” decision, the Supreme Court gave carte blanche to wealthy people
and corporations to use their money to sway elections. This, and many others, should “live in infamy.”

Sunday, Dec. 14 — 9 and 11 a.m.
In Gratitude for Our Children — Rev. Bryan Jessup

This service will focus on parents and other caring adults who are considering what they need to do to bring up
healthy, happy human beings in our complex times. There will be a naming and welcoming ceremony for children during

which parents, godparents, and the congregation will dedicate themselves to supporting children in their journey toward
adulthood.

Sunday, Dec. 21 —9 and 11 a.m.
People Look East — Rev. Bryan Jessup

Dec. 21 is the day of the winter solstice. In the last several decades Unitarian Universalists have again begun to pay
attention to natural happenings such as this. The “living tradition” we share draws from many sources, including the spiri-
tual teachings of earth-centered faiths which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the
rhythms of nature.

Rev. Jessup will address what can happen to us when we stop understanding ourselves as separate and open our
hearts to our connection with our planet and all things living. Might our experience be anything like the solstice dawn?
Might our “turn around” bring us a glimmer of hope in the darkness of our times?

Wednesday, Dec. 24 — 5:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve in Story and Song — the Rev. Bryan Jessup

Come for fellowship, music, story and inspiration as we celebrate the birth of the teacher Jesus, who even today re-
minds us that by making love the center of our lives we can become forces for healing and harmony and can lead lives
that are full of meaning and joy. The HUUF Choir led by Elisabeth Harrington will take a major role in this program.

Sunday, Dec. 28 —9 and 11 a.m.

Cider Sunday — Berty Welty, Veronica Galiani

Cider Sunday is an annual tradition at HUUF, after the religious holidays and before the New Year. Hot cider will be
served along with tea, coffee and snacks. Please add to our pleasure and bring a few of your favorite holiday treats and
thoughts to share.

The 9 a.m. gathering will be more intimate and contemplative and will be led by long-term HUUF member and leader
Berti Welty. The 11 a.m. service will likely be larger in number and presented by Veronica Galiani and Berti. Join us and
share in song and celebration with your past memories and future hopes on this special day.




SUNDAY

/

9 &11 Sunday
Service

RE: Curriculum
6:30 Sufis*

14
9 &11 Sunday
Service

RE: Child Dedication

21

9 &11 Sunday
Service
RE:Curriculum
12:30 SAC Brunch
1pm RE Committee

28

9 &11 Sunday
Service

RE: All Ages

12:30 Aging with
Grace

Open Events
Closed Events *

MONDAY

1

7pm Foundations of
our Faith

6-9 Arcata Men’s
Group*

8

7pm Foundations of
our Faith

15

10:30 Membership
Mtg.

6-9 Arcata Men’s
Group*

22

29
6-9 Arcata Men’s
Group*

TUESDAY

2

5:30 Governing
Board

16

10:15 Caring Circle

23

5:30 Operations
Team Mtgs.

30

December 2014

WEDNESDAY

3

1:30 Crafts Group
7pm Choir Practice

10

7pm Choir Practice

17

7pm Choir Practice

7pm Mycologjcal
Society Mtg.*

24
CHRISTMAS EVE
5:30 Christrpas Eve
Service g

S

31

NEW YEARS EVE
7pm Choir Practice

THURSDAY

4

7pm Thursday
Reflections

7pm Veterans for
Peace®

11

7pmThursday
Reflections

18

7pm Thursday
Reflections

25

CHRISTMAS DAY

FRIDAY

5

9-12 Music
Together*

12

9-12 Music
Together*

19

26

SATURDAY

6

9:00 Worship
Leaders

13
8:00 Breath Work*
8:30 Men’s Group*

20

27




Craft group

The Craft Group on the first
Wednesday of January will be at F.
Suzanne Moore’s home from 1:30
to 4 p.m. My address in Lazy J is
3759 Chestnut Way in Arcata. And
my correct phone number is 630-
3333.

After entering Lazy J off
Jane’s Road (across from the Mad
River nursery), the first left is
Chestnut Way, and my home is the
fourth modular on the right. Yes,
the one with the bright red sports
car in the car port.

F. Suzanne Moore

More on chairs

You are an amazing bunch of
folks. As you probably know, two of
you have generously promised a do-
nation of $5,000 each towards the
purchase of new chairs for the Fel-
lowship. Now a third anonymous
Fellowship member has stepped up
and also offered $5,000 towards the
purchase of new chairs, so we are
now at $15,000 on our way to pur-
chasing chairs. The building use
committee has narrowed the chair
selection down to a medium priced
chair (about $125 each for a total of
$18,750 for 150 chairs) and two
more elegant chairs, one with and
one without arms, that would cost
about double the $125 for a total of
around $33,500). We are in the pro-
cess of contacting the chair compa-
nies to get loaner versions of these
three chairs for you to try out. Once
we’ve all sat our butts down in these
sample chairs, the building use com-
mittee will make a recommendation
after considering a bunch of factors,
not the least being cost. Thank you
for your generosity.

Greg Blomstrom,
chair (ha ha) Building Use Com-
mittee.

Guest at Your Table

We hope that you are keeping a setting for your Guest at Your Table . One
member reported placing several Guest-at-Your-Table receptacles about the
house. She was pleased with the increased awareness of others’ needs and
with her family’s ability to contribute. She said, “Next year, I’m putting one in
the car.”

Founded in 1939 to rescue victims of Nazi persecution, our Unitarian Uni-
versalist Service Committee is an independent human rights organization
grounded in UU principles. UUSC receives neither government funding nor
general financial support from UUA; we are grateful for the work they do and
for this opportunity to give our individual and collective support. UUSC is a
501(c)(3) organization and has earned the highest possible evaluation from
Charity Navigator.

UUSC works in this country and around the world, helping people recover
from disasters; strengthen communities; and secure employment, health care,
shelter, clean water and good food. This vital work could not continue without
support. Each fall, during the Guest at Your Table campaign, our fellowship
has shown increasing support for UUSC.

Your daily donations should be collected until January. Make out a check
in the amount of the contributions (rounded up, if possible) to “UUSC.” Contri-
butions of $125 or more are matched by the Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion at Shelter Rock, Manhasset, NY.

Please bring your check to the Fellowship on January 4 or soon thereaf-
ter. Chip Sharpe will mail our collected donations to UUSC on January 13,
2015. If you have sent your Guest-at-Your-Table donation directly to UUSC,
please inform Chip so that he can include your amount in our HUUF tally.

Chip Sharpe

Second cyber café

Stephen Sottong did a valiant
job of presenting the intricacies of
google.docs to a gaggle of students
on Sunday, November 15. But the
noise of the popular SAC brunch
was serious competition, and no
other venues with WIFI were avail-
able. Participants left knowing more
than they had come with, but feeling
frustrated.

So there will be a follow-up
google.docs workshop led by Steve
on December 14, after the second
service at approximately 12:30 in
the sanctuary.

Pat McCutcheon
The Communications Committee




Affordable
Homeless Housing
Alternatives
Forum

November 15 saw an impres-
sive gathering at the Eureka
Women’s Club. Many HUUF mem-
bers joined activists, elected offi-
cials, and other concerned citizens,
both housed and un-housed, met all
day to address critical needs for
housing. One highlight was the pre-
sentation by Andrew Heben, an ur-
ban planner, writer, and tiny house
builder based in Eugene, Oregon. A
copy of Andrew Heben’s book,
Tent City Urbanism, is now avail-
able in our library. Check it out and
be inspired.

Chip Sharpe

Are you ready to
join?

Are you ready to make a formal
commitment to join this congregation
by signing the Membership Book?
Please talk to a greeter after the ser-
vice to schedule an appointment for
during the week or pick up a bro-
chure from the pamphlet rack to
learn the steps leading to member-
ship. We will be happy to have you
join us.

Awanna Kalal,
Membership Committee

Board minutes

As followup to questions at the
October 26 Congregational meeting,
the Board supports committees pub-
lishing their meeting dates and 2014-
15 priorities. Kitchen use guidelines
will be drawn up by the users. A late
January Congregational meeting will
be scheduled to give an update on
the progress of the new mission-
based governance system.

The Board passed a resolution to
move our banking to Coast Central
Credit Union. The designated signers
will be Cynthia Chason, Chip Sharpe,
Nancy Cook, Richard Kossow and
Jana Kirk-Levine.

The Finance Committee reported
an expected $36,000 shortfall for the
budget year. They are researching
options to cover the gap and will
present a plan soon.

Sylvia Shaw

-~

Classified ads are 10¢ a word.
Send your check to the HUUF
office and the text of your ad to
newsletter@huuf.org.

CLASSIFIED ADS

. /

Deadline info

Deadline for the November is-
sue of the newsletter is Saturday,
December 20, 5:00 p.m. Send your
committee reports and articles to me
at newsletter@huuf.org. Neither
PDF files nor late submissions are
accepted. Crisp, clear graphics may
be sent as a separate file, not em-
bedded in your article.

Stephen Sottong, editor

Humboldt Edge

If you are interested in being a
sponsor of the Humboldt Edge
Homeless Newspaper, here is your
chance. For $25 the Edge will run
your business card in the next edition
(Dec./Jan). With 20 more sponsors,
the edition will pay for itself! Please
consider being a sponsor for this
next edition, and/or in an ongoing
way. The momentum for addressing
homelessness in Humboldt County is
growing, and the advocacy and
voices of our homeless neighbors
writing for the Edge is helping.

The Edge is developing a vendor
program so that distribution of the
paper will accrue to homeless writ-
ers.

This is a good time to support
this volunteer project giving voice to
the houseless in Humboldt County.

http://humboldtedge.wordpress.com/
Edie Jessup

No December SAC
brunch

There will be no SAC brunch in
December since the third Sunday,
the 21st., is so close to Christmas.
The next SAC Brunch will be on
the third Sunday in January, and
proceeds from that brunch will go to
support the Rape Crisis Team.
More information regarding January
brunch will be available in the Janu-
ary 2015 newsletter.

Eve Anderson
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A Note from the new editor

Having just co-edited this newsletter and taken half an hour on one article
removing hard carriage returns and tabs, I thought it was time to, once again,
publish the guidelines for the newsletter. I’ve updated them and the one thing
that will impact the majority of submitters is the new email address for submit-
ting articles: newsletter@huuf.org. There will be a one month grace period
after which, if you send your article to the old email address, it will fall into the
great bitbucket in the void.

For the benefit of those who haven’t looked at them recently, I’ll quote
from the guidelines: Beyond punctuating and putting one hard return at the end
of each paragraph (and only at the end of each paragraph), don’t do any for-
matting. Do not use tabs, center, bold, indent, italicize, underline, etc. Don’t put
anything in all caps or any other unusual font. All articles will be translated to
the standard style of the newsletter including the standard font and type size,
no exceptions. Also, do not capitalize at random or put words in quotations
marks unless it is a quotation or a title.

In case you’re wondering, | edited the Long Beach UU newsletter for a
couple of years; so only the software we use is new to me.

Stephen Sottong
(already called Grumpy by one Board member)

Christmas dinner
at the Fellowship

All are invited to a Holiday Pot-
luck feast on Christmas day at
12:30 at the Fellowship. Bring your
favorite Holiday dish to share.
Berti and Jo will bring a meat main
course. If you know you are com-
ing please let Berti know
(bertijo@humboldtl.com 707 476-
0654) what you are bringing, so we
might avoid having 12 dishes of
crackers or 15 bowls of cherries.

Crab feed in
January?

Anyone with a big burner and
a crab pot who is willing to help
cook up a bunch of crabs in Janu-
ary for a Fellowship crab feed.
This would be a fundraiser/dinner
party at HUUF. If at least two
more people are willing to slave
over hot burners and cook up a
batch of crabs the day before a
dinner, we will schedule it. Jo and
Berti have one propane burner
and crab pot. We need at least
two more for this to become a re- As a gift exchange, for those
ality. who wish to participate, bring a

Call or email Berti: 707 476- card with a favorite saying, quote,
0654 or bertijo@humboldt!.com. poem or other writing legibly inside

. o the card. If we get a volunteer to
Your community building guru, . .
- lead singing or play the piano, we
Berti Welty

4 - might sing some holiday tunes.
r 4 Bring the family, have some laughs
and eat together.

Set-up starts at noon. Assis-
tance with set-up and clean-up
would be greatly appreciated.

Your community building guru:

Berti Welty

Aesthetics
Commiittee

The Aesthetics Committee has
new members. While delivering
their pieces of art for the HUUF
members show, Susan Brauner and
Marla West volunteered to be on
the committee. The existing mem-
bers, Cheryl Rau and Debbie Coo-
per, are very happy to welcome
them. We will have one of our rare
but esthetically pleasing meetings
very soon. You too can help with
the shows. For example a person
with a laptop who could create tags
for the art as it is entered into
shows would be most welcome. We
also work with the Building, Stew-
ardship and Grounds committees for
decisions that effect the harmony of
the grounds and buildings.

The 2014 Humboldt Unitarian
Universalist Membership Art Show
is on the walls. Once again the skill
and talent of our members im-
presses. This show will hang
through December. Please stop by
the posting on the wall to the right
of the double doors to read the
artist’s description of what the art
means to them.

The Aesthetics Committee is
working on the 2015 schedule of
shows. We will take suggestions for
solo member exhibits as well as
ideas for solo guest artist shows. the
following is the tentative schedule.
January will be a guest artist. We
are thinking of another Fiber Arts
exhibit in February/March or
March/April. On each side of this
show there will be one month slots
for solo or shared shows by guests
and or members. May is the
Children’s Show and June-October
are still to be determined. E-mail
comments/suggestions to Cheryl at
clrau@sbcglobal.net.

Cheryl Rau




It takes a village

The first steps in creating a Humboldt version of the “Village” concept
were launched at the OLLI Brown Bag Lunch on November 5 at Eureka’s
Humboldt Bay Aquatic Center. Temporarily named “Northwest at Home” the
exploratory activity by the Area One Agency on Aging (A1AA) is based on
the Beacon Hill Village in Boston. It is not a physical building, but rather a
membership organization that supports people staying in their own homes.

ATAA also conducted a survey during October and early November about
the possibilities for a Village in Humboldt. The results of the survey and ex-
amples of other Villages will be presented on December 3 at the Aquatic Cen- from Huffington Post
ter, noon - 1:30. .

Tiny house photo

Places online where you can view the Village concept include

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/health-july-dec13-aging 08-08/, the Village to
Village website http://www.vtvnetwork.org and YouTube.
A working group of people interested in exploring the steps required to

start a “Northwest at Home” will be formed soon. If interested, come to the

OLLI lunch on December 3rd.
Sylvia Shaw

Community forum on affordable housingrf :

I dropped a stone of thanks for the Community Forum on Affordable Housing and possible change in the public re-
sponse to homelessness. After the service Thea asked why I thought this event might bring about action when others
have not. She has heard twenty years of talk about community homeless solutions, why would this presentation about the
Eugene, Oregon tiny house village be any different?

It may go the way of other efforts, but not if AHHA (Affordable Homeless Housing Alternatives) can help it. This
organization worked countless hours to organize and orchastrate the Forum focused on the goal of action. AHHA’s seed
was planted during the 2012 Occupy Movement gathering of homeless at the Humboldt County Courthouse and the ordi-
nance preventing them from continuing to protest. Key community members fought the ordinance and other repressive
treatment of the homeless via the political system, public forums, Public Access and the ACLU.

While words were being exchanged in the halls of Humboldt public buildings, three concerned individuals drove to Or-
egon to view how Portland and Eugene were responding to their homeless populations. Both cities had developed citizen
groups to research alternatives for homeless concerns. Tiny house and tent city locations were one of their realizations.

The Oregon experience and the lack of political action in Humboldt brought about the formation of AHHA and invita-
tion to Andrew Heben to tell the story of how Eugene’s tiny house village came into being.

The HUUF Social Action Committee only entered the movement this fall, but two members, Octavia Stremple and
Edie Jessup, were already involved in the action. They welcomed and supported HUUF becoming a sponsor on the
Humboldt Area Foundation grant application and graciously donating $500 to assist the HAF grant.

When November 15 arrived and Octavia led the Food, Not Bombs crew to unload huge pots of beans and rice,
cooked in the HUUF kitchen the night before, into the Eureka Women’s Club, bets were made about how many people
we would feed. There were 150 chairs at the venue, and when Andrew took the mic, folks were standing out the door.
When the show was over large numbers of those folks stayed for rice and beans and breakout.

All four facilitated breakout topics, including how to bring about political will, had stimulating discussion and plans
were made for followup activities. The next AHHA meeting at Jefferson Community Center in Eureka on December 6,
noon-3 p.m., will launch followup steps. Here is hoping Thea will see and hear a different story about how we treat our
Humboldt homeless in the year to come.

Thank you to Edie, Octavia, Social Action Committee, Cathy, Ilene, Joanne, Joanna and all others who dug in to help.
Those of us working in the kitchens enjoyed and took hope in the diversity of ages. And the large crowd was hopeful.
Humboldt could be joining a growing bandwagon to have better solutions for homeless people.

Sylvia Shaw
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Child naming and welcoming ceremony

What: A UU Child Naming and Welcoming Ceremony (often called a Child Dedication,) like many ancient child
naming ceremonies and Christian christenings, is a ritual to celebrate a young life that has come into being and an oppor-
tunity for parents, grandparents and god parents to dedicate themselves to the care and nurturing of that young life —
body, mind and spirit.

When: December 14 at the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Services (Sign up by December 7 for the service you will be at-
tending)

Where: At the Humboldt UU Fellowship

Who: This ceremony is for all infants and children who have not ever officially been Named and Welcomed. Grand-
parents and godparents are welcome but optional. Single parents, same gender parents, relatives raising children are wel-
come.

Sign up: To take part in this ceremony email the Rev. Bryan Jessup at minister@huuf.org.

For more information: Call the Rev. Bryan Jessup at 707-822 -3793




